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A family update from the middle of October. Ben and Tammy have had a very stressful time recently with Ben 
having a possible cancer in the rib region which we all hope will be easily operable and removed without further 
complications but it is the unknown that is so upsetting with several biopsy results not giving a clear indication of 
what is required. It is like ‘the elephant in the room’ . It is always in our thoughts and Ben is really stoic and a 
pillar of strength but Tammy is feeling the strain, which is so understandable. She is very strong but this has 
come after a long, long difficult period after which we all thought that things were now going great for them so 
this is a real blow to us all. However, we are positive and | hope to report great news in following blogs. 


DP is very upbeat and the boat filming time left him with a repainted boat (he decided to keep the colour they 
changed it to ) plus having financial help from the film company to repair the mast and even some good pay for 
his role in the background as a seafaring voyager (or similar? ?) 


We spoke to the kids who are coming here next weekend and they sounded so grown up and we are so looking 
forward to seeing them. Food and fun is all planned. See the photos of White Water ... 


Larnie, now commencing her second year at City has managed to be assigned to photojournalism and it is like a 
duck to water. | became her ‘muse’ last week when she borrowed my camera and took 430 photo of me. Very 
flattering!. She certainly has a good eye of photos and even made me look vaguely presentable 


Early morning | go to the gym and swim for around two hours every weekday at 6.00am and Lynn is now proudly 
‘running’ round the park at the same time (or as soon as it gets light) and is looking really great. | am so proud of 
her. She is constantly smiling and we laugh all the time. As one gets older the companionship and fun element of 
a relationship is paramount and | feel very lucky in having Lynn along for the ride....(update...”All excellent—no 
sign or re-occurrence” from Dr. Nathan 


We have decided to concentrate on more ‘easily accessed’ holiday locations as the norm in the near future and 
(after Istanbul at the end of the month ) we are thinking for next year of another organised UK walk and possibly 
a Dolomite walking break which | know | will have great fun organising. | think we will be able to arrange a B&B 
to B&B luggage transit over there too. We have had our bedroom and my bathroom repainted and the many 
ceiling cracks made good as they were looking a bit ‘sad’ 


Our circle of friends now seems to have enlarged and we are constantly seeing people here, or at their homes or 
going out with them and our diaries are pretty full. (I say ‘diaries’ because Lynn insists on keeping her paper 
diary as she certainly has no faith in my on-line diary, forcing us to check both before we make final arrange- 
ments) 


Lynn calls me a real ‘sadoh’ as | constantly review restaurants, hotels, places we stay etc on Trip Advisor. | have 
now done over 150 reviews, with over 95.000 readers, and am in the top 1% in London plus sending over 258 
photos. | do use Trip Advisor a lot myself and the blogs and answers to questions have proved very helpful. 


My allotment is currently dormant with much dug over and covered ready for the spring plus some new fruit 
trees (quince, apricot, saskatoon (?) and greengage) coming in November. | really enjoy the relaxing ‘away from 
routine’ and outdoor feel of the allotment and my fellow gardeners there are a great bunch. 


All in all, we both are really enjoying this period of our lives (with the obvious exception of Ben’s current prob- 
lem). After over 51 years of hard work sometimes in situations we both did not enjoy, it is a welcome time with 
no mortgage, no debts, other than the obvious ongoing cost of living and the planned ‘us time’. Initially we felt 
guilty but on reflection we realised that more than anyone we know we have earned our retirement and this 
Photo History probably reflects that we are really enjoying it but hopefully not being too self centred. 


Knife-crime and Brexit are the common topics in 


_ 
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the media..closely followed by Black Friday 


...| know | often spout forth about my take on what’s going on around us and obviously, it’s a personal view...my view but 
that’s what this section in my ‘Photo History’ is all about. 


We are coming toward the close of Brexit talks and the country is very divided and so are our friends. It can become quite 
heated when we discuss it and it has almost become a ‘verboten’ area at the dinner table. 


At the moment we are waiting for a Parliamentary session shortly and it is expected that Teresa May will not get the back- 
ing she needs. If that happens (in my uneducated opinion) we will have to leave the EU without a deal which (apparently) 
will be very bad for us. 


A few personal points that Lynn and | agree on: 


The EU does not work in the UK’s favour for two main reasons...big is NOT beautiful as illustrated by the multi-national com- 
panies. Too many members only look after their own interests. That is quite normal but it is not the democratic system we 
are led to believe. 


Our contribution far exceeds the benefits we obtain. (See next page) 
Other members do not adhere to rulings the way the UK does , which again, does not make for a cohesive entity 


New entries, such as Turkey, will be net beneficiaries without making worthwhile contributions. Turkey has been an appli- 
cant to accede to the EU since 1987, but since 2016 accession negotiations have stalled but we feel that the more eating out 
of the common trough, the less there is left for the honest contributors. 


The accounts have not been signed off for years ...what public company would be allowed to continue trading with this in- 
eptitude hanging over them? See chart on next page 


We feel that MEP’s are on a gravy train, costing three times as much as Westminster MPs at a price tag of £1.79 million 
each a year. Many are on ego trips and do not represent the UK’s real interests. 


Yes, we are aware these are generalisations and each point can be refuted but if we were on our own as UK.co.uk we could 
benefit from an excellent workforce, in IT and in the financial sector and we could revert to specialised products and work- 
manship that we were renowned for. We are not living in cloud cuckoo land. Again, yes, there will be difficult times ahead, 
possibly very difficult time but we feel the future for the UK is in parting now without our massive contributions continuing. 


| feel that we are not good at negotiating especially where our political parties are seen to be divided . The impression that 
this division gives to the other negotiating parties is so damaging 


When the ‘opposition’ know that you want out, they put every obstacle in the way. To negotiate successfully one must 
know in advance what one wants...put that on the table as a definite and let it be known that subject to a few small conces- 
sions (that we have secretly agreed in advance) we will not remain. 


People are talking about a new referendum, but in reality, it’s not a viable situation. if we continued at this juncture. 


Everyday we hear proclamations of doom from people who , frankly, we can’t respect and talk as if they have the ultimate 
knowledge. How comes they know it all? There are loads of statistics to back up my thoughts and | have pasted a few here 


and on the next page 


Germany is now the biggest ; ne 
In 2016 the UK government paid £13.1 billion to the EU budget, and EU 


breaker of EU rules, according ; an . 
spending on the UK was forecast to be £4.5 billion. So the UK's 'net contribu- 


to new statistics on enforce- 


tion’ was estimated at about £8.6 billion. Each year the UK gets a discount on 


ment actions started by Brus- |}. eae —_ 
its contributions to the EU—the 'rebate'—worth almost £4 billion last year 


sels against member states 


The Common Fisheries Policy gives European fishing fleets equal access to the waters of all EU states within 12 
nautical miles of the coast. WE ARE AN ISLAND BUT WITH VIRTUALLY NO FISHING FLEETS NOW! 


Signing off the EU accounts? 


Court of Auditors opinions on reliability of EU accounts and 
legality/regularity of payments 


SOME NOTES: 


EU law says that the standard VAT rate must be at 
least 15 per cent. Outside the EU, the Government | EU financial year —_‘ Fair and accurate? 
could make gas and electricity bills VAT-free. This 


Payments free from 
material error? 


move would be socially progressive, as the people 1994 Not entirely No 
most affected would be those on the lowest in- aehaigl Not entirely No 
— 1996 Not entirely No 
1997 Not entirely No 
The Open Europe think tank see the renewables di- te nis shied ie 
: : : pet 1999 Not entirely No 
rective as the most expensive piece of legislation im- : 
. . 2000 Not entirely No 
posed by Brussels. It sets targets for tackling climate z 
ior 2001 Not entirely No 
change, such as achieving a 20 per cent share of ener- 
: 2002 Not entirely No 
gy from renewable sources by 2020. The cost required 2003 N irel N 
to achieve these targets is reputedly £4.7bn a year, o aisolhe y . 
2004 Not entirely No 
There is not an overall ban on diabetic motorists — but ch not anley ne . 
aes . : 2006 Not entirely No ‘Not signed 
a directive from the EU states that diabetics who need 2007 Vee No off for years’ 
regular insulin treatment should only be issued with 2008 Yes No 
driving licences ‘in very exceptional circumstances’. 2009 re Yes se a 
oe é sede i ; 2010 opinion’ Yes No 
e ieee laa rew up a anana pee 2011 Yes Ne 
sa hie ic a Ww : constitutes nae = 2012 Vas No 
sa Phare se a a see oe 2013 Weis No 
“ : ‘i rule — but they were categorised as sub- 2014 Mae No 
ge 2015 Yes No 
2016 Yes Not entirely 


Currently, EU citizens working in the UK can claim 
child benefit, even if their children are not living in 
the UK. This law could be scrapped as part of any 
changes to immigration 


="adverse opinion", if the ECA finds over 2% of payments are subject to error 
entirely ="qualified opinion", if the accounts are mostly fine but have some problem 
="unmodified opinion", ECA delivers a clean opinion on the accounts 


Source: Full Fact analysis of historical European Court of Auditors 


Free movement of labour applies across the EU, ex- 
tending even to Switzerland and Norway — who are 
not EU members, but have free trade agreements 
with the EU. 


Statements of Assurance on EU budget F 
a 


An EU court has rejected calls for greater transparency about MEPs’ expenses, as it upheld a decision that politicians are not 
required to reveal how they spend public money intended for their offices. In a blow to transparency campaigners, the Lux- 
embourg-based general court upheld the decision of the European parliament that MEPs do not have to provide invoices 
and receipts for their constituency office costs, or provide the public with details of travel expenses. It concluded that an 
obligation to publish spending records would undermine MEPs’ privacy, concluding that campaigners had failed to prove 
publishing information was “appropriate and proportional”. 


Transparency International’s Brussels office said it was “hugely disappointing” that the ruling allows the European parlia- 
ment to “keep details of MEP expenses secret and hidden from journalists, civil society and citizens”. Members of the Euro- 
pean parliament are paid €8,611.31 (£7,705) a month in gross salary, plus pension. On leaving the parliament they receive a 
golden parachute, a transition allowance worth up to €206,664, depending on length of service. 


The court case was centred on expenses, including the €4,416 monthly “general expenditure allowance” awarded to MEPs 
to fund their constituency offices, which costs the public purse €40m a year. MEPs are also refunded first-class travel expens- 
es and get a €313 daily allowance for hotel and living costs when working in Brussels and Strasbourg. 


Most MEPs claim the maximum office allowance, with only a handful reimbursing the parliament for unspent funds. There is 

no requirement to provide invoices, receipts or any details on how the funds are spent. Also in The UK in July 2018...MPs 

alleged to have cheated on their Parliamentary expenses will be given anonymity under new rules, it has emerged as a rec- 

ord ban was handed to an MP for failing to declare an expenses-paid holiday to Sri Lanka. The Government has been accused 

of protecting “the sensitivities of politicians” after attempting to quietly push through a change which would hide the names 
, of all MPs under investigation. 


We celebrated Norma’s birthday with afternoon tea 
at Brown’s Hotel in Mayfair. It was a traditional 
setting and both food and service was very good and 
it was a great afternoon 
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7 Chilled blackcurrant tea 
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Patisserie 
selection 


with warm 


scones 


Vivienne & Wal- 
ter, Norma and 
John and Lynn 
and myself 
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The unexpected 
fun birthday cake 


The smiling doorman 
who gave Lynna 
Brown’s umbrella to 
replace her broken 
one 
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In March 2009 Lynn and | heard that a possible site was being prepared 
for the tallest London building. However, no-one seemed to be sure 
where the actual site was, and when we found it, we were amazed at 
the very small footprint as these initial photos show. We watched its 
rapid climb to dizzy heights and | have included some of the architect’s 
(Renzo Piano’s) initial plans and models that we were lucky enough to 
see at an RA exhibition in October 2018. We feel that it will be become 
a London icon and to have these shots of its growth from inception to 


completion are fascinating and unique 


Enthusiastically backed by Southwark Council, plan- 

ning permission was granted in 2002 but revoked by 

Deputy Prime Minster John Prescott, largely because 
of fears for the sightlines to St Paul’s Cathedral and 
the Tower of London. However, in 2003, the resulting 
Public Inquiry came out in favour of the project. 


What was a run-down part of the city now includes 
two other RPBW projects for the Sellar Property 
Group: Shard Place, a residential tower w 
space below, and The News ee an of 


Structurally, The Shard is an unconventional combi- 
nation of concrete and steel, chosen for speed and 
efficiency of construction. Concrete is used for the 
massive core at the centre of the plan, in the five base- 
ment levels and from levels 41 to 69, with steel from 
the ground up to level 40 and again from level 70 to 
the top. Engineering and construction on a very tight 
site were equally innovative. ‘Top-down’ construction 
meant that the first 23 storeys of the core and much 
of the structure around it could be built before the 
underlying basement had been fully excavated — the 
first time this method had been attempted for a very 


tall structure. 


During construction | 


The Shard's construction began in March 2009; it was topped out on 30 | 
March 2012 and practical completion was achieved in November 2012 


in the UK & the EU and the fifth tallest building in Europe. 
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The Shard 
Sept ‘10 View of The Shard behind The Tower 
of London during its construction 


View in 2018 from below 


after completion 


~ View from Tower Bridge where © 


it dwarfs More London 


View from Maltby Street (near Tower Bridge) 


where it contrasts with the old warehouses 


, It has 72 habitable floors, with a viewing gallery and open-air 
observation deck on the 72nd floor, at a height of 244 metres 
(801 ft). The Shard is jointly owned by Sellar Property (5%) 

_ and the State of Qatar (95%). 
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DP and the kids stayed with us for a weekend in Oc- 
tober and we booked a ‘hydrospeeding’ session at 
The Lee Valley White Water Centre without really 
checking what was involved. The Lee Valley White 
Water Centre is a white-water slalom centre, that 
was constructed to host the canoe slalom events of 
the London 2012 Olympic Games. 


f 


DP, Peachy. Beau and | donned wet suits, helmets, Y 
flippers and buoyancy aids while Lynn, the designat- | 
» ed photographer looked on in amazement. We all 
had to dive into the lake with our hydrospeed float, 
swimming to the far side adding a roll to qualify for 


the main white water rapids activity. 


.. getting ready 
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On the hydrospeed boards for the ini- 
tial lake swim followed by a roll test 


Fully kitted-out and ready for 


the white water slalom rapids 


TIA. 


Entering the water was a less 


-than glamorous procedure 


~ 
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On the smooth water it was so easy 


Yo) £0 IR. 


It was all plain sailing from then on...... 


..at least it was once | managed to 
get back on the board 
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Appearance are deceptive...| 


seem to remember that | was § 
actually ‘on’ my board, not & 
under’ it. Obviously it was a bad 
camera angle—blame the pho- ee 


tographer 
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,, The water-travellator transported the rafts 


/ up to the top level next to the terrace res- 


taurant. 


It looked totally surreal as the rafts sud- 
denly appear backwards and next to diners 
with all paddles raised 


Southgate Tube station, 
1933 


One of Charles Holden’s most distinctive 


stations, often compared to a UFO. It was 
built as part of the Piccadilly Line exten- 
sion. The station includes an integrated 
bus parade as well as masts that were de- 
signed to combine lighting, seating and 


timetables 


| never tire of this lovely 
restored architecture 
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Every few weeks we meet Evie and Jim ' 


5 


4 


and have a local walk, a giggle and a>) 


snack and this was in Trent Park with Jim- 
my just squeezing himself into the shot 


These images are from an exhibition at The RA 
called Oceania which brought together around 200 ex- 
ceptional works from public collections worldwide, and 
spans over 500 years. From shell, greenstone and ceramic 
ornaments, to huge canoes and stunning god images, 
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On our second visit to the Oceana exhibi- 
tion at the RA we were lucky enough to see 
a short piano recital on this wonderful red 
piano that was featured in the exhibition 
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The October Walk of the ‘Gentleman’s Walking Club’ was from Embankment 


Station where we took The Clipper to Greenwich, walked via The Royal Obser- 
vatory to Blackheath Village for coffee and on to The Barrier via The Thames 
Path etc. Only 8 walkers this time but it was excellent. 


On The Thames Clipper. 
(Currently carrying around 8500 
people daily on 4 lines with 17 
vessels) 


A rainy day but that didn't spoil it 


Royal British Legion’s 20ft- 
high poppy installation 
| pointing to 14 locations 
across Britain with poignant 
links to the First World War 


EF l 
venitat ut! 
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At the Greenwich Royal Observatory 
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»» <, Old Houses in Charlton and 
Photo History = (below) Charlton House 


Greenwich Peninsuja Ecol 


Our morning coffee stop where 
the bakery was in-house...Great 


A very good use of previously contaminated land. It is 
now an ecology park, surrounded by apartments and an 


oasis on the Greenwich Peninsular 


Thames 


Barrier 
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In Charlton House the lovely library was closed for a music rehearsal 
and | saw this lovely sight through the glass panel in the door 
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The remnants of previous 
industry along The 
Thames Path makes some 
fascinating shots. This 
gravel yard was in full 
flow when we _ passed 
alongside it 
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Thames Path National Trail 


180 miles from the Thames Barrier to 
the river’s source. 
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Sometimes , walking through 
the remaining industrial land- 
scape along The Thames Path 
provides some _ wonderful 
atmospheric shots con- 
trasting with expensive mod- 
ern apartments and make 
the day worthwhile . Even 
the weather brightened up 
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Our lunch stop at The Pilot. The pub 
actually dates back more than 200 
years, built in the early 1800s to serve 
the local coal workers. 


A painted stone tablet on the wall of 
the pub reads “CEYLON PLACE New 
East Greenwich 1801” — dating The 
Pilot as probably the oldest surviving 
building on the Greenwich Peninsula. 


Next to the pub is this row of eight 
cottages that were constructed for 
workers at the adjacent tidal mill and 
chemical works. They are “a rare sur- 
vival of late Georgian artisan housing” 
and are grade II listed for their protec- 
tion.....and the food was good too. 
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When printing these photos 
| suddenly noticed the re- 
flection on the tower wall. It 
may be the lone Yeoman 


that | caught on the photos 


on the next page 


=< Thousands of torches were lit in the dry moat of The tower of London to mark the cen- 
to History o tenary of the end of the first world war. 


A ceremonial Beefeater began the ceremony by bringing a flame down from the tower 
to the moat, which had been filled with smoke. Representatives of the armed forces and 
volunteers then used the flame to ignite around 10,000 torches scattered at the foot of 


the tower’s walls. 
ye 


JE FORGE! 


We took the tube to Tower ' A r) o 8 

Hill and when we arrived a ‘ a8 ~ 3 
we were greeted by police | 
marshalling the enormous 
crowds into snaking lines 
towards the railings above 


the moat 


When, after a long wait, we arrived 
above the moat, the spectacle was 
awe-inspiring and very thought- 
provoking. With the backdrop of 
the illuminated tower walls and the 
modern city lights and cranes all 
around it was memorable 
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.. like a mirage, this lone yeoman appeared in 


the centre of the flares. Lynn noticed him and | 
managed to get these shots. He was only there 
for an instant and then moved back into the 
darkness 
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he Battle of the Somme was 
one of the costliest battles 


of The First World War. The 


An extraordinary commemorative art WEAeaiee ty one man timate of casualties on the 
(0 mark the centenary of the endef Word War | 


bmme was 485,000 British and 
SAE" NOVEMBER Soe Ic PARK ench and 630,000 German. 
wwwstiroudsotthesomme.com erman officer, Friedrich 
WR Net Site wee pinbrecher, wrote, “Somme. The 
ole history of the world cannot 
— a more ghastly word,” 
Eight mag Rob’s amazing tribute to the 
_ en represents less than a tenth 
the nearly one million British 
1 Commonwealth servicemen 
0 lost their lives in the so-called 
ar To End All Wars’. 
to see The Shrouds of The Somme he vast majority of the 


nmonwealth dead lie beneath 
Exhibition te headstones — side by side, 


At The Olympic Park we also went 
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LEST WE FORGE! 


“SOMME. THE WHOLE 
HISTORY OF THE WORLD 
CANNOT CONTAIN A 
MORE GHASTLY WoRD.” 
FRIEDRICH STEINBRECHER, 
GERMAN OFFICER 


It seemed, initially a sombre, 
even macabre , commemora- 
tion installation but it was cer- 


tainly thought provoking. How- © 


ever we both felt that its situa- 
tion was not right. A field next 
to The Stadium and below the 
Metal tower was inappropriate 


ith the help of singer 
VV sensu Steve 
Knightley and the 


backing of the Exeter Chiefs 
Foundation and the City Council, 
the first 19,240 figures were laid 
out in Exeter on the hundredth 
anniversary of the first day of the 
Battle of the Somme in 2016 - the 
single day on which they were all 
killed. The reaction from the public 
was beyond anything Rob had ever 
imagined and more than 60,000 
people came to see them. Many 
tears were shed, people knelt, 
prayed and laid flowers by them. 

Among the many people who 
turned up was a man who talked 
to Rob about his great uncle, one 
of those killed on that first day 
and represented by a Shroud. He 
explained to Rob that this man’s 
body had never been recovered, 
that he had no known grave and 
that there were tens of thousands 
more like him. He told Rob that in 
essence this was the first time his 
uncle had lain on British soil for 
one hundred years. This really got 
to Rob and he realised that there 
was a far greater number - those 
who were still missing. 

The 19,240 Shrouds were laid 
out a second time in 2016 in Bristol 
to mark the Armistice, and again 
tens of thousands of people came 
to visit. 

As soon as the figures had 
been cleared from the ground, 
Rob started on an even greater 


hrouds of the Somme is 
S an extraordinary physical 

representation of every 
one of the 72,396 British 
Commonwealth servicemen 
killed at the Somme who have 
no known grave, and whose 
names are engraved on the 
Thiepval Memorial. 

For the past four years, and 
with barely a day off, artist Rob 
Heard has been diligently hand- 
sewing shrouds and binding them 
over small figures. It has taken 
him 13,000 hours and around 1.6 
million stitches. 

A car accident in 2013 badly 
injured both of his hands and 
despite a series of operations, 
he had lost much of his grip and 
was in constant pain. Unable to 
continue his work carving intricate 
wooden bough houses, Rob felt 
increasingly depressed. 


came up with the concept of 
thousands of small shrouded 


wood and metal, which would 
have meant | chose the shape, | 
settled on jointed plastic figures 
which would move on their own 
into unique shapes as | bound 
them into the shroud. 

It was very important that one 


it didn’t become a factory line. 
That person just happened to be 


challenge - he began making 
shrouded figures for the ‘missing 
of the Somme’: 72,396. He 
sourced their records from the 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission. More than 12,000 of 


those killed on the first day were in 
this larger number, so he had ‘just’ 


60,000 more to make. His aim 
was to have them finished in time 


for the centenary of the Armistice. 


With no official funding and a 


team of two - Jake Moores and Mel 


Bradley - determined to help Rob 
see it to fruition, it appeared an 


impossible task. However, the past 
two years have seen a groundswell 


of support both from the public 
and an array of individuals and 
organisations who have been 
vital in helping to deliver this 


astounding installation to London, 
where it will be seen by millions of 


people around the world. 


figures to represent the dead. They 
each needed to be individual and 
different. After trying options with 


person created these figures, that 


me. One day | wasn’t making them 


“| was in that dark place that a 
lot of people go to. But it was a 
time when the lads were coming 
back from Afghanistan with their 
arms and legs missing and | just 
thought, ‘This is ridiculous. There 
are a lot of people worse off than 
me’. | got thinking about the 
numbers and then about those in 
previous wars. For some reason 
| focused on 19,240, the number 
killed on just the first day of the 
Battle of the Somme. | tried to 
count the number out loud, but 
ran out of steam at 1,500. | realised 
how difficult it was to visualise 
these huge numbers and thought 
through ways | could physically 
represent them. 

| was always fascinated by the 
shrouded figure. The director 
Ridley Scott featured them in 
some of his films and | eventually 


and the next | was, and once | had 
started | couldn’t stop.” 


shed to work and store the figures 
in at the bottom of his garden in 
Watchet, Somerset. “If there was 
ever a space that is haunted, it’s 
that shed. But if you stand there 
at quarter past two in the morning 
then you just know you are doing 
the right thing by them. When 
you've been in the company of 
these men for as long as | have, it 
is a humbling experience.” 


This lady was covered in Poppies, 


which seemed a little strange 


Rob constructed a purpose built 
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whatever their rank — in neat 
military cemeteries dotted across 
the Western Front in France and 
Belgium. 

But the 72,396 Somme victims 
commemorated by Rob still lie out 
on the battlefields, their names 
carved into the towering walls of 
the Thiepval Memorial, near Albert, 
northern France. 

The Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission cares for 
these graves and memorials and 
has been working with Shrouds 
of the Somme to create a lasting 
legacy of those who fell. Their 
chief historian Glyn Prysor says, 
“Rob’s artwork was inspired 
by the servicemen killed at the 
Somme with no known grave, their 
bodies never discovered or who 
couldn’t be identified. Each of the 
names is not just a life lost, it’s a 
family shattered, a community 
devastated, a legacy that 
continues through the generations 
even today. 


War memorials and poppies are 
often quite familiar and comforting 
to us as a society. Rob’s work is 
different. It is unsettling, and | 
think that is sometimes what we 
need. It is too easy to slip into 
those rituals of remembrance and 
to say the usual words without 
really thinking about them. 

> 2 The Thiepval Memorial itself was 
28 intended to be challenging, and 
§ the strength of Rob's artwork is 
| that it confronts us ina visceral 
way with the reality of what 
happened on the battlefields of 
the First World War.” 
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Photo History he November 2018 still gave us some great days with the 
late leaves on the trees glowing in the sunlight and the 
best colour displays we have seen for years. 


We drove to Great Amwell and crossed 
the Lee to the wonderful nature reserve 
that is better every time we visit. It is a 
popular bird watching venue now 


35m 


Rare pigs have 


been introduced 
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= We then walked along the Lee Navigation via St. Margaret's and Bishops 


Photo History 
Stortford to Rye house at Hoddesdon where we had a great pub lunch at the Rye 


House Pub and walked back. It only took around 1.5 hrs and was really enjoyable 
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At Rye House we found the remains of The Rye House Gate- 
house constructed in 1443 with these ‘barley sugar’ chim- 
neys and strange gargoyles . The original house was sur- 
rounded by strong fortified walls and a moat with a draw- 
bridge . The ‘Diaper Work’ bricks were of different colours 
because the firing temperatures could not be controlled and 
patterns were made using these different coloured bricks. 
This was a sign of great wealth. And it is thought that over 


43 different brick moulds were used in its construction 


The Rye House Pub on the Lee Naviga- 
tion was a welcome lunch stopping point 


RYE HOUSE P. H. 
FORMERLY THE 
KINGS ARMS INN 
C.i600 
REBUILT 1980 


UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 
ALAN G. STARES. M.S.A.A-T. (A) 


The Four of us had a great walk in Standon to Me 
Barwick Ford. Our table at The Star had my i <0 
‘personal gin’ ready on the table ~~ 


Larnie just got another job while she’s at Uni (2nd year). It is at 
Fortnum and Mason’s new unit at Royal Exchange in the City 


This is her ‘doing a twirl’ in 


her new outfit (‘tails) 


Larnie's tails#Nov 2018 


00:00:24 


1%) BF 


..then came the fun part...trying (for the first time) 

to tie a tie. On this video that Tammy sent us, we 

could hear Tammy doubled up with laughter. 
Larnie’s faces (while she was talked though tie-tying les- 
sons) had to be seen to be believed) 


Brooks Brothers | How To Tie A Tie | Tie Knots 


https://www. brooksbrothers.com/how-to-tie-a-tie/how-to-tie-a-tie, 


It’s that lovely time again be- 
fore Xmas where Burlington 
Arcade and Old Bond Street 
etc look fantastic 


La Cage Imaginaire; 


Pho Historv | 
Photo History Restaurant Francais | 


London NW3 1HE 


16 Flask Walk, Hampstead, Ww 
Telephone 020 7794 6674 vi 


Email: mail@la-cage-imaginaire.co.u 
www.la-cage-imaginaire.co.uk 


A walk on the Heath round Frognal see- 
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ing some delightful houses and small 
streets and then a lunch with Neil and 
Viv at La Cage Imaginaire in Flask Walk 


SNN3AV 
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Open 7 Days a Week |. i " 
f 12.00pm "Lym 1 i 


we met Poppy and Geoff for 


J 


In Chingford 


lunch and we saw this small alteration 
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shop with this wonderful display of 


buttons in the window 
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November 2018 


|, obviously knew most of Mum and Dad’s background but when sorting out some papers, | came across this short 
story written by Mum (even the grammar and spelling mistakes make it so real...| can actually hear her saying it) 


| felt so sad when reading it. 


We have luckily had the forthought to get Dad’s Shoa story (which was an inspired concept by Stephen Spielberg) 
transferred from VHS format to CD. 


Mum, Lynn and | went to Switzerland and she opened up about her ‘story’ so when we returned home | recorded a 
short ‘interview-style’ tape and this is also with the archive material. 


As they are both no longer with us | am so glad | have got this memory. So often, in retrospect, we wish we knew 
more about earlier generations. Some friends read this recently and all had similar stories to tell. 


Kids, here you have this valuable information ‘from the horse’s mouth’ and it hardly seems possible what our folks 


went through. 
It is a very sad & chilling story and we must never forget. 


Sorry to be morbid but with the unrest in the world it sometimes seems that events like this can so easily re-occur. 
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Chapter 2.6 Z 

Before leaving for England, my parents had nade “arngepents with a Committee form 

to 22 picked up dy a uniformed person gx. Liverpoolrt farion,who would take me to 

the Bloomobury tlouse, being the ieeiasrariine for most Refugees.They would find a 

suitable position for me as a “Domestic tielp”.- ; : 

fio Jarriwed on a saturday, 3 days before xemas, the Bloomebury House was closed, * 
and no uniformed person was at the station, 

fp duck was with mee- J had met a ver nice middle-aged-German Lady on the txzain, 
who waa on a x-mas-vinit to England, to see her daughter,married to an Englishman, 
and a Little grandson of 3 yearse- They were all at the station to pick her up,when 
seing me,rzather forelorzn, standing between my suitcase and hatbox, not quite knowing, 
which way to turzn.- They came over to me,and after hearing my story,decided to take 
me along to theizx house,where they would get in touch with the Bloomebury houses Jt 
certainly was most Lind of them,litile did one of us know, that J would be theiz viei~- 
ton all ouer the x-mas holiday, because the Bloomsbury House had closed their doors 
2ihl afier x-maise~ 

J shared a rzoom with their Little son and that was the firnt time J found out, how 

Litile English J knew. Apter 4 years of Learning English at school ZL Hoped to be atde, 

4o make myself understood,but J soon found out, that it was a different story, actually 

conversing with English people,than xeading from a book on the school-bench. J didniz 

even understand that child and it made me feel very Little. Of course,dt was a terre 
igic help, that the lady of the house understood German,They made me very Welcome, 
ang J spent a Loyely x-mas in theix house, mp first x-mas in Englande= 

he. day after Boxing-day they phoned the Bloomsbury house,explained the posizion, 

and they even went out of thetz way, and took me down to the Bloometurzy Howse by 
cateThere they left me in charge of a pervon, dealing with"domestics". 

5 was asked to take a seat with several other Refugees and to wait for somebody. "ta 
pick” us as a suitable person” to do theirz housework, Jt reminded me a bit of a 
ketilemarbet, waiting to be picked and slaughtered,- , 

5 was" picked" by a ver nice elderly couple,"packed” into their i elt TRON Rad. 
aeen to all the formalities, and a Long Long journey started, that seemed to me never 
ending.J couldn't make any conversation,I couldn't ask where we were going, because 
my English wasn'2 good enough, J just felt dread~ully unhappy and helpless,and just 
didn' care,where JI was taken toe~ We drove and drove, in all 6 hrs.,J dropped off 
several times on that journey,it had got dark in the meantime,and afier a while it 
seemed to me,it was the end of civilisation, everthing Looked very desolate Actually 
they, had taken me to Hereford in lhitchurch,where they had a ver nice howe on a 
ptece of farmland, surrounded by a huge gardensite was a retired Colonel from the Axum, 
aa J found out dater, 

Thinking back to-day, it must have been just as disappointing px them.They had hop 
ef to get a help for their house, instead they got a person,who had never done any 
housework,couldn'’2 speak their Language,was terribly homesick, just sat in their 
Eltchen, not quite knowing,what was expected of her, or where to start. AL J did 
the Liret few days, was laying the table for meals and a Lit of dusting. Jt was 
‘ducky, they had a good chawonan,who came 3 times the week,to do the rough worke 
The Colonel woke me the first morning at 7 All, in order to show me,how to Light 
a big stove in the Litchen,Llittle did he know, that he ended up doing 4+ morzning aft 
nozning, because J had never done that sort of work before, and that stove just woul 
£ stay alight for meeshese people mut have had the patience of a Saint, because J 
must have been a millstone round theiz necksThey were ver very kind, they could see 
thht the homesickness got worse when J heard, that the onow ,that had fallen in the 
meantime,was so deep, that it was impoasible for the postman to get through, that 
neant,that J couldn'é get any mail from my family and friends, it was all,j was 
wuainting for day after day.- Well,it was the Last stn, They wanted me to go out 
to the picturxefand to meet people in the next village, but J wouldn't budge,J wad 
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22¥) 2.) 

zcoapraaid not to Lind m. way back to the house.The Lo Ee eniwred 

ta Ate washing Line in She garden to put the washing ra raid alcnciana 
After a fortnight brooding and sitting alone in the kitchen,they had decided to 

take me sack to the Bloomsbury house and to explain to them'to get ne’ job in a big 

house with several servants, where there was a chance to work with one or 2 more + 

Refugees coming {rom Gerxmany,in order to get over my Loneliness.~ This time,we made 

the, Zourney by train,but they were good enough to take me back, ----- 

So 40 speak, I was back,where J started, Again J had to zake my place with several 


. other Refugees, to be "picked out, and carted off,"But this time J was duckienr.e 


A Lady, who had 2 Refugees already in her house, took a fancy to me, they were ver 
"yell 20 do” peaple. & gorgeous chauffeuxr driven car took us to Surrey,where they 
had the nost beautiful house J had ever seen, surrounded by @ieauti~ul gardensJ was 
flabbergasted, because J had never seen such Luxury before, to me it seemed Like a 
different world.The garden Looked Like the most beautifully culrivated park, where 
2 fulltime gardeners were busy rom morning to night, In one coxter was a big tennis- 
court,surzounded by huge trees,There was a small garden, behind the house, specially 
Laid on Lor the "staff" lie had our own quarters with a op entrance 20 the housee 
Well, to start from the beginning.The family consisted of husband and wife and 2 
daughters, tle had a ver high position and was driven to London ever day by his 
Chauffeur, When we arrived, J was introduced to hin,and, as J was used to from the 
Continent, J went up to hin in order to; ahake hands. But that was completely wrong, 
because it is not the "done" thing for a sewant to shake hands with the iilaster of 
the ttowse, and my outstretched hand quickly fell back to mp side and gave me to 
understand, that there was a vase difference between "them and us".— One daughter 
was about my age,the other one a few years older, but it didn't take me dong to 
Learn, that they were brought up differently to us.---The indoor staph consisted of 
a cook,a parlour maid &a house-maid,.Twice a week a chauroman came to do the azough 
work.le had to work Lrom morning to & o'clock at night, with 2 hours break in the 
one were busy all day Long, but we did not have to do any real hard work 
Like scrubbing or dirty worke- The cook was an elderly woman {rom Vienna.The parlour 
naid was a found beautiful girl,also from Vienna, we all were German speaking, had 
a@ the «4 background as me,and we soon became firm friendsThat of course hel, a 
Lot. Thal fad never done that sort of work before.le could confide in each other, 
and we didn'z feel quite 40 Lost 'and hopestcks The other two had started a couple of 
weeks before me and knew the ropes by ABBs~-—I was shown up to my noom,the gardener 
had baought my suitcases up in the meantines- This was going to be "my home” Lor the 
next year and a half. ily uniform wae laid BAT on the bed, black Longaleeved dress, 
diny printed Nylon apron with matching crpfs and cap,tede band round the head, Our 
noxzning uniforzm was a artriped shortaleeved dress with Little cuffs, white apron and. 
white capeI was todd to change ints my aftexnoon unif~orn and report downstairs, 
whereladam” gave me a lecture of my duties. By. the way, we egch had our own Loom, 
shared a bath-room,all in a complete different wing of the house.We had to have a © 
bath each day,after we had finished our housework. — At 7 All, we had to be downstairs 
The List of our duties was fixed in the basom-~cuploard,where we could aee, what each 
of us had 40 do daily, The cook of course had different duties lie started off with 
waking the family, opening all the curtains,and taking the tea-drayo Upe iow often 
did J wish 44 was all a dream, and J was woken up with a tea-trde- Still, one gez 
used 40 everthing. - Apter that we Fad 20 minutes break for our breakfast, which 
the cook had prepared for us.—One thing J have to say. We never went short of any= 
thing.The food was good, we had eqgs,they didn't keep ws phone of anythinge= Of 
courme, the cook being ane oftus*todd us straight adte~ "9 wilh Look after you, 
a if you are my children" we had the best of evernrthings-~ After our breakfast, 
we had to Lay the table for their breakfast, ring a big gong in the hall, and a 
8.45 aeme the breakfast sesoion atarted.< We had to stand at each aide of the side- 
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Our duties also included droning their ctuths dresses,washing all the cloth~ 
the curtains, Leaning adiduer-lnass etc.= Each ane of us had a pdan drawn up with 
ouz duties.— After our dunch, and 2 hrs rest period, we had to change into our black 
uniforne 4 o'clock was tea,card tables had to be prepared for games of cards, or 
friends arrived for games of tennis,and we had to serve tea in the garden After 
aunning the bath for the 2 daughters,each had a dovely bathroom adjoining their bed 
zoom, the whole family changed for dinner,whici started at 7 pm, We started daying 
the beautiful oaktable at 6.30,everthing had to be exactly in place, including 2 
dovely Lig siluerbinds,which had to be.cleaned twice weekly,= We rang the big gong 
in the hall at 6,50,and the sane procedure of lunchtine was repeated, We stood #0 
both sides of the sideboard and sewed a 4=course dinner.The family entertained a 
doi,there were dinnerparties,the two young daughters had their men-friends in,and 
after us taking their coats to the cloakroom » we served drinks to them in the beau- 
tiful big Kall, were they danced to ah dovely radioqgram,-while we,in the kitchen 
Ne Sige ek FAI yer ee gureelued "why coud Litfe be 40 cruedt- 
mH wae declared in Septe 7939, and nobody new in the beginning, what to expect, 
Jt was still worse for us.The other 2 were declared "Enemy ALien" although J re- 
mained "Friendly ALien" coming from Danzig -Free City at that time.-J even had a 
Danzig Passport, not German,~ Of course the Lady. of the house tried to frighten us 
ty saying,"we couldn't Leave her emply now" unless we wanted to be interzned.So to 
apeak, we were trapped,- Life changed very slightly in that house.There were Lesa 
pariieds, because most of the young men had +o goin up,even the 2 daughters joined the 
ATS. One gardener had to Leave.The master of the house had retired in the meantine 
and it was not neccessary to keep the Chaugkeur any more, Our "Six" as we had to call 
him did his own driving and pottering about in the garden. 
There was a small cottgge in theix big garden,which was converted into 
Aamy barracks, The A.T.S. moved in-and our duties increased, twice weckly we had to 
change their beds and clean the koxxurkscottage. Altogether not very rewarding work, 
but it was war-time,we had a roof over our heads,our meals were free,and our wages 
were £ T,— per weekyand at that time,considering we didn't have to Apend a penny,it 
was quite good money.- J remember buying a nice coat for £ 1,- on duying a pair of 
ahoed,and still getting change.J even had mp own Post-office-book and started Aavand. 
money, Our English had improved by than,and we had found out, that we were quite free 
to deave the fanily,if we wanted to do 20.- There were big discussions in the wening 
between us,,how we could" better" ourselues, lecause we had no intentions ta Atay. 
"servants" much Longer, Finally we came to the conclusion, that mp friend, being the 
older one,would hand her notice in,go to London in order to find a furnished room | 
for the 2 of us,where J would follow, after working my weeks! notice out.- 
Jz all happened as planned,J managed to follow my friend to London,deaving the cook 
behind which was very heartbreaking, But she joined her daughter who came over as 
“@ child, and stayed with an English fantly,- 
At Lirst we felt "FREE" nobody told us what to do,we didn't “have” to work if we 
didn{t feel Like it, but that Lovely feeling didn't Last ver Long.- Bombs were 
fatting on London, we had to spend our nights in airrid-shelters, mone was running 
out, we got very ver depressed indeed.— Cur zoom was ver miserlly furrished,and 
somehow we felt,we have left "Luxuwy” behind us.- 
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(Passport?) from Bad Godesberg in January 
1939 with the ‘J’ Jude in top left corner 
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Army badges from Dad’s uniform 


is a fragment of an identity card 


> (On reverse) 
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Johanna Klee (My late grandma) Bad Go- 
desberg (On reverse) 


; EXQUISITE 
\& COOL & FRAGRANT 


* AD 


A Souvenir from Aachen (Renamed from Aix La Chapelle) 
in 1946 (Both sides). On The Dutch and German border 


Horst Klee, Bonnerstrasse , 
Bad Godesberg 74 


/ AES Last remaining carrier bag from Deli-Citi, Mum and Dad’s restaurant at 
Photo History _ 169 Bishopsgate (Side of Liverpool Street Station) The whole area there 
was demolished to make way for the The Broadgate Development 
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